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and public instruction should be handed over to
them and that they should be given a share in
regulating the food supplies of the country, was
simply ignored. The recognition of the inde-
pendence of Poland by the Bolshevik Government
which had meanwhile come into existence did not
affect the Polish situation. Beseler demanded that
the Council should issue a call to arms to the
Poles, which they would have done, but for the
determined opposition of Pilsudski, who later
resigned from it. The Council then gave in to
Beseler, adopted the oath as required by the
Central Powers, and instructed the Legions to take
it. However, Pilsudski secretly ordered them not
to take it and out of some 6,000 troops belonging
to Russian Poland, 5,200 obeyed him. They were
immediately disarmed by the Germans and
interned, while Pilsudski himself was arrested and
imprisoned in the fortress of Magdeburg. The
Germans also arrested many members of the
P,(XWM the Polish Military Organization, which
had for some time functioned openly, but now
went * underground* once more.

On 12th September 1917, the German and
Austrian Emperors appointed a Regency Council
consisting of the Archbishop of Warsaw, the
Mayor of Warsaw and a country gentleman. A
Government was formed and allowed to function
subject to the approval of the German-Austrian
Governors-General.

The next decisive event in the re-birth of
Poland was the Allied declaration at Versailles on
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